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(Added Pub. L. 99–335, title II, § 201(b)(1), June 6, 
1986, 100 Stat. 589; amended Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, 
Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2095; Pub. L. 100–238, title 
I, § 108(b)(2), Jan. 8, 1988, 101 Stat. 1748.) 

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Social Security Act, referred to in text, is act 
Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, as amended. Title II 
of the Social Security Act is classified generally to 
subchapter II (§ 401 et seq.) of chapter 7 of Title 42, The 
Public Health and Welfare. Sections 203, 214, 215, and 
224 of the Social Security Act are classified to sections 
403, 414, 415, and 424a, respectively, of Title 42. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see section 
1305 of Title 42 and Tables. 

Chapter 21 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, re-
ferred to in subsecs. (c) and (d)(1)(B), is classified to 
chapter 21 (§ 3101 et seq.) of Title 26, Internal Revenue 
Code. 

Section 101 of the Social Security Amendments of 
1983 [Pub. L. 98–21], referred to in subsec. (c), amended 
section 3121 of Title 26 and sections 409 and 410 of Title 
42, The Public Health and Welfare, and enacted provi-
sions set out as notes under section 3121 of Title 26 and 
section 410 of Title 42. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 100–238 added subsec. (d). 
1986—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986’’ for ‘‘Internal Revenue Code of 
1954’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–238 effective Jan. 1, 1987, 
see section 108(b)(3) of Pub. L. 100–238, set out as a note 
under section 8334 of this title. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1987, see section 702(a) of 
Pub. L. 99–335, set out as a note under section 8401 of 
this title. 

OFFSETS TO PREVENT FULL DOUBLE COVERAGE FOR 
EMPLOYEES OF PARK POLICE AND SECRET SERVICE 

For provisions relating to offsets for prevention of 
full double coverage for employees of Park Police and 
Secret Service, see section 103(e) of Pub. L. 100–238, set 
out as a note under section 8334 of this title. 

§ 8350. Retirement counseling 

(a) For the purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘retirement counselor’’, when used with respect 
to an agency, means an employee of the agency 
who is designated by the head of the agency to 
furnish information on benefits under this sub-
chapter and chapter 84 of this title and counsel-
ing services relating to such benefits to other 
employees of the agency. 

(b) The Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management shall establish a training program 
for all retirement counselors of agencies of the 
Federal Government. 

(c)(1) The training program established under 
subsection (b) of this section shall provide for 
comprehensive training in the provisions and 
administration of this subchapter and chapter 84 
of this title, shall be designed to promote fully 
informed retirement decisions by employees and 
Members under this subchapter and individuals 
subject to chapter 84 of this title, and shall be 

revised as necessary to assure that the informa-
tion furnished to retirement counselors of agen-
cies under the program is current. 

(2) The Director shall conduct a training ses-
sion under the training program at least once 
every 3 months. 

(3) Once each year, each retirement counselor 
of an agency shall successfully complete a train-
ing session conducted under the training pro-
gram. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–335, title II, § 205(a), June 6, 
1986, 100 Stat. 592; amended Pub. L. 99–556, title 
II, § 202, Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3135.) 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 99–556 substituted ‘‘sub-
section (b)’’ for ‘‘subsection (b)(1)’’. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective June 6, 1986, see section 702(b)(3) of 
Pub. L. 99–335, set out as a note under section 8401 of 
this title. 

ENHANCING FINANCIAL LITERACY 

Pub. L. 108–469, § 2, Dec. 21, 2004, 118 Stat. 3892, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Retirement Thrift In-
vestment Board (in this section referred to as the 
‘Board’) shall periodically evaluate whether the tools 
available to participants provide the information need-
ed to understand, evaluate, and compare financial prod-
ucts, services, and opportunities offered through the 
Thrift Savings Plan. The Board shall use these evalua-
tions to improve its existing education program for 
Thrift Savings Plan participants. 

‘‘(b) REPORT ON FINANCIAL LITERACY EFFORTS.—The 
Board shall annually report to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs [now Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs] of the Senate and the 
Committee on Government Reform [now Committee on 
Oversight and Reform] of the House of Representatives 
on its Thrift Savings Plan education efforts on behalf 
of plan participants. 

‘‘(c) STRATEGY.—As part of the retirement training 
offered by Office of Personnel Management under sec-
tion 8350 of title 5, United States Code, the Office, in 
consultation with the Board, shall— 

‘‘(1) not later than 6 months after the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 21, 2004], develop and imple-
ment a retirement financial literacy and education 
strategy for Federal employees that— 

‘‘(A) shall educate Federal employees on the need 
for retirement savings and investment; and 

‘‘(B) provide information related to how Federal 
employees can receive additional information on 
how to plan for retirement and calculate what their 
retirement investment should be in order to meet 
their retirement goals; and 
‘‘(2) submit a report to the Committee on Govern-

mental Affairs [now Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs] of the Senate and the 
Committee on Government Reform [now Committee 
on Oversight and Reform] of the House of Representa-
tives on the strategy described under paragraph (1).’’ 

§ 8351. Participation in the Thrift Savings Plan 

(a)(1) An employee or Member may elect to 
contribute to the Thrift Savings Fund estab-
lished by section 8437 of this title. 

(2) An election may be made under paragraph 
(1) as provided under section 8432(b) for individ-
uals who are subject to chapter 84 of this title. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(b)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section, the provisions of subchapters III and VII 
of chapter 84 of this title shall apply with re-
spect to employees and Members making con-
tributions to the Thrift Savings Fund under sub-
section (a) of this section. 

(2)(A) An employee or Member may contribute 
to the Thrift Savings Fund in any pay period 
any amount not exceeding the maximum per-
centage of such employee’s or Member’s basic 
pay for such pay period allowable under sub-
paragraph (B). 

(B) The maximum percentage allowable under 
this subparagraph shall be determined in accord-
ance with the following table: 

In the case of a pay period beginning
in fiscal year: 

The maximum 
percentage 

allowable is: 

2001 ................................................ 6
2002 ................................................ 7
2003 ................................................ 8
2004 ................................................ 9
2005 ................................................ 10
2006 or thereafter .......................... 100. 

(C) Notwithstanding any limitation under this 
paragraph, an eligible participant (as defined by 
section 414(v) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986) may make such additional contributions to 
the Thrift Savings Fund as are permitted by 
such section 414(v) and regulations of the Execu-
tive Director consistent therewith. 

(3) No contributions may be made by an em-
ploying agency for the benefit of an employee or 
Member under section 8432(c) of this title. 

(4) Section 8433(b) of this title applies to any 
employee or Member who elects to make con-
tributions to the Thrift Savings Fund under sub-
section (a) of this section and separates from 
Government employment. 

(5)(A) The provisions of section 8435 of this 
title that require a waiver or consent by the 
spouse of an employee or Member (or former em-
ployee or Member) shall not apply with respect 
to sums in the Thrift Savings Fund contributed 
by the employee or Member (or former employee 
or Member) and earnings in the fund attrib-
utable to such sums. 

(B) An election or change of election author-
ized by subchapter III of chapter 84 of this title 
shall be effective in the case of a married em-
ployee or Member, and a loan or withdrawal 
may be approved under section 8433(g) and (h) of 
this title in such case, only after the Executive 
Director notifies the employee’s or Member’s 
spouse that the election or change of election 
has been made or that the Executive Director 
has received an application for such loan or 
withdrawal, as the case may be. 

(C) Subparagraph (B) may be waived with re-
spect to a spouse if the employee or Member es-
tablishes to the satisfaction of the Executive Di-
rector of the Federal Retirement Thrift Invest-
ment Board that the whereabouts of such spouse 
cannot be determined. 

(D) Except with respect to the making of loans 
or withdrawals under section 8433(g) or (h), none 
of the provisions of this paragraph requiring no-
tification to a spouse or former spouse of an em-
ployee, Member, former employee, or former 
Member shall apply in any case in which the 

nonforfeitable account balance of the employee, 
Member, former employee, or former Member is 
$3,500 or less. 

(6) Notwithstanding paragraph (4), if an em-
ployee or Member separates from Government 
employment and such employee’s or Member’s 
nonforfeitable account balance is less than an 
amount that the Executive Director prescribes 
by regulation, the Executive Director shall pay 
the nonforfeitable account balance to the par-
ticipant in a single payment. 

(7) For the purpose of this section, the term 
‘‘nonforfeitable account balance’’ has the same 
meaning as under section 8401(32). 

(8) In applying section 8432b to an employee 
contributing to the Thrift Savings Fund after 
being restored to or reemployed in a position 
subject to this subchapter, pursuant to chapter 
43 of title 38— 

(A) any reference in such section to con-
tributions under section 8432(a) shall be con-
sidered a reference to employee contributions 
under this section, except that the reference 
in section 8432b(b)(2)(B) to employee contribu-
tions under section 8432(a) shall be considered 
a reference to employee contributions under 
this subchapter and section 8440e; 

(B) the contribution rate under section 
8432b(b)(2)(A) shall be the maximum percent-
age allowable under subsection (b)(2) of this 
section; and 

(C) subsections (c) and (d) of section 8432b 
shall be disregarded. 

(9) For the purpose of this section, separation 
from Government employment includes a trans-
fer described in section 8431. 

(c) A member of the Foreign Service described 
in section 103(6) of the Foreign Service Act of 
1980 shall be ineligible to make any election 
under this section. 

(d)(1) A foreign national employee of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency whose services are per-
formed outside the United States shall be ineli-
gible to make an election under this section. 

(2)(A) Only those employees of the Central In-
telligence Agency participating in the pilot 
project required by section 402(b) of the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 
(Public Law 107–306; 50 U.S.C. 403–4 note) 1 and 
making contributions to the Thrift Savings 
Fund out of basic pay may also contribute (by 
direct transfer to the Fund) any part of bonus 
pay received by the employee as part of the pilot 
project. 

(B) Contributions under this paragraph are 
subject to section 8432(d) of this title. 

(e) The Executive Director of the Federal Re-
tirement Thrift Investment Board may prescribe 
regulations to carry out this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–335, title II, § 206(a)(1), June 6, 
1986, 100 Stat. 593; amended Pub. L. 100–238, title 
I, § 111(a), Jan. 8, 1988, 101 Stat. 1750; Pub. L. 
101–335, §§ 3(b)(1), 6(b)(1), July 17, 1990, 104 Stat. 
320, 323; Pub. L. 102–183, title III, § 308(a), Dec. 4, 
1991, 105 Stat. 1265; Pub. L. 102–484, div. D, title 
XLIV, § 4437(c), Oct. 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2724; Pub. 
L. 103–226, § 9(a), (i)(1), (2), Mar. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 
118, 121; Pub. L. 103–353, § 4(d), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 
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Stat. 3172; Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(f) 
[title VI, § 659 [title II, § 202]], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3009–314, 3009–372, 3009–374; Pub. L. 106–65, 
div. A, title VI, § 661(a)(3)(B), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 671; Pub. L. 106–168, title II, § 203(b), Dec. 12, 
1999, 113 Stat. 1820; Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) [div. 
B, title I, § 138(b)], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 
2763A–234; Pub. L. 107–304, § 1(a), Nov. 27, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2363; Pub. L. 108–177, title IV, § 405(b)(1), 
Dec. 13, 2003, 117 Stat. 2632; Pub. L. 108–469, 
§ 1(d)(1), Dec. 21, 2004, 118 Stat. 3891.) 

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 414(v) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(C), is classified to section 
414(v) of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code. 

Section 103(6) of the Foreign Service Act of 1980, re-
ferred to in subsec. (c), is classified to section 3903(6) of 
Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

The Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2003, referred to in subsec. (d)(2)(A), is Pub. L. 107–306, 
Nov. 27, 2002, 116 Stat. 2383. Section 402 of the Act was 
formerly set out as a note under section 403–4 of Title 
50, War and National Defense, and was editorially re-
classified as a note under section 3505 of Title 50. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 108–469 substituted ‘‘as’’ 
for ‘‘only during a period’’. 

2003—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 108–177 designated existing 
provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

2002—Subsec. (b)(2)(C). Pub. L. 107–304 added subpar. 
(C). 

2000—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 106–554 designated exist-
ing provisions as subpar. (A), substituted ‘‘the maxi-
mum percentage of such employee’s or Member’s basic 
pay for such pay period allowable under subparagraph 
(B).’’ for ‘‘5 percent of the amount of the employee’s or 
Member’s basic pay for such period.’’, and added sub-
par. (B). 

1999—Subsec. (b)(8)(A). Pub. L. 106–65, § 661(a)(3)(B)(ii), 
inserted before semicolon at end ‘‘, except that the ref-
erence in section 8432b(b)(2)(B) to employee contribu-
tions under section 8432(a) shall be considered a ref-
erence to employee contributions under this subchapter 
and section 8440e’’. 

Pub. L. 106–65, § 661(a)(3)(B)(i), and Pub. L. 106–168, 
amended subsec. (b) identically, redesignating par. (11) 
as (8). 

Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 106–168 added par. (9). 
Subsec. (b)(11). Pub. L. 106–65, § 661(a)(3)(B)(i), and 

Pub. L. 106–168, amended subsec. (b) identically, redes-
ignating par. (11) as (8). 

1996—Subsec. (b)(5)(B). Pub. L. 104–208, § 101(f) [title 
VI, § 659 [title II, § 202(1)(A)]], substituted ‘‘An election 
or change of election’’ for ‘‘An election, change of elec-
tion, or modification (relating to the commencement 
date of a deferred annuity)’’, inserted ‘‘or withdrawal’’ 
after ‘‘and a loan’’ and ‘‘and (h)’’ after ‘‘8433(g)’’, sub-
stituted ‘‘the election or change of election’’ for ‘‘the 
election, change of election, or modification’’, and in-
serted ‘‘or withdrawal’’ after ‘‘for such loan’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5)(D). Pub. L. 104–208, § 101(f) [title VI, § 659 
[title II, § 202(1)(B)]], inserted ‘‘or withdrawals’’ after 
‘‘of loans’’ and ‘‘or (h)’’ after ‘‘8433(g)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 104–208, § 101(f) [title VI, § 659 
[title II, § 202(2)]], substituted ‘‘less than an amount 
that the Executive Director prescribes by regulation’’ 
for ‘‘$3,500 or less’’ and struck out ‘‘unless the employee 
or Member elects, at such time and otherwise in such 
manner as the Executive Director prescribes, one of the 
options available under subsection (b)’’ before period at 
end. 

1994—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(a)(1), amended 
par. (4) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (4) read as 
follows: ‘‘Section 8433(b) of this title applies to any em-

ployee or Member who elects to make contributions to 
the Thrift Savings Fund under subsection (a) of this 
section and separates from Government employment 
entitled to an immediate annuity under this sub-
chapter (including a disability retirement annuity 
under section 8337 of this title), separates from Govern-
ment employment pursuant to regulations under sec-
tion 3502(a) of this title or procedures under section 
3595(a) of this title in a reduction in force, or separates 
from Government employment entitled to benefits 
under subchapter I of chapter 81 of this title.’’ 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(a)(2), (3), redesig-
nated par. (7) as (5) and struck out former par. (5) which 
read as follows: ‘‘Section 8433(c) of this title applies to 
any employee or Member who elects to make contribu-
tions to the Thrift Savings Fund under subsection (a) 
of this section and separates entitled to a deferred an-
nuity under this subchapter.’’ 

Subsec. (b)(5)(B) to (D). Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(a)(4), (i)(1), 
(2), substituted ‘‘section 8433(g)’’ for ‘‘section 8433(i)’’ in 
subpars. (B) and (D) and struck out ‘‘or former spouse’’ 
after ‘‘spouse’’ in two places in subpar. (C). 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(a)(5), amended par. 
(6) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (6) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘Notwithstanding paragraphs (4) and (5), if an 
employee or Member separates from Government em-
ployment under circumstances making such employee 
or Member eligible to make an election under sub-
section (b) or (c) of section 8433, and such employee’s or 
Member’s nonforfeitable account balance is $3,500 or 
less, the Executive Director shall pay the nonforfeit-
able account balance to the participant in a single pay-
ment unless the employee or Member elects, at such 
time and otherwise in such manner as the Executive 
Director prescribes, one of the options available under 
such subsection (b) or (c), as applicable.’’ 

Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(a)(2), (3), redesignated par. (9) as (6) 
and struck out former par. (6) which read as follows: 
‘‘Section 8433(d) of this title applies to any employee or 
Member who elects to make contributions to the Thrift 
Savings Fund under subsection (a) of this section and 
separates from the service before becoming entitled to 
an immediate or deferred annuity under this sub-
chapter.’’ 

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(a)(6), which directed 
substitution of ‘‘nonforfeitable’’ for ‘‘nonforfeiture’’, 
could not be executed because the term ‘‘nonforfeiture’’ 
does not appear in text. 

Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(a)(3), redesignated par. (10) as (7). 
Former par. (7) redesignated (5). 

Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(a)(2), struck out par. 
(8) which read as follows: ‘‘Notwithstanding paragraph 
(6), if an employee or Member who elects to make con-
tributions to the Thrift Savings Fund under subsection 
(a) separates from Government employment before be-
coming entitled to a deferred or immediate annuity 
under this subchapter, and such employee’s or Mem-
ber’s nonforfeitable account balance is $3,500 or less, 
the Executive Director shall pay the nonforfeitable ac-
count balance to the participant in a single payment 
unless the employee or Member elects, at such time 
and otherwise in such manner as the Executive Direc-
tor prescribes, to have the nonforfeitable account bal-
ance transferred to an eligible retirement plan as pro-
vided in section 8433(e).’’ 

Subsec. (b)(9), (10). Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(a)(3), redesig-
nated pars. (9) and (10) as (6) and (7), respectively. 

Subsec. (b)(11). Pub. L. 103–353 added par. (11). 
1992—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 102–484 inserted 

‘‘, separates from Government employment pursuant 
to regulations under section 3502(a) of this title or pro-
cedures under section 3595(a) of this title in a reduction 
in force,’’ after ‘‘section 8337 of this title)’’. 

1991—Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 102–183 added subsec. 
(d) and redesignated former subsec. (d) as (e). 

1990—Subsec. (b)(7)(D). Pub. L. 101–335, § 6(b)(1)(B), 
added subpar. (D). 

Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 101–335, § 6(b)(1)(A), added par. 
(8). 

Pub. L. 101–335, § 3(b)(1), struck out par. (8) which read 
as follows: ‘‘Sums contributed under this section and 
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earnings attributable to such sums may be invested 
and reinvested only in the Government Securities In-
vestment Fund established under section 8438(b)(1)(A) 
of this title.’’ 

Subsec. (b)(9), (10). Pub. L. 101–335, § 6(b)(1)(A), added 
pars. (9) and (10). 

1988—Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 100–238 added subsec. 
(c) and redesignated former subsec. (c) as (d). 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–304, § 1(c), Nov. 27, 2002, 116 Stat. 2363, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this section 
[amending this section and sections 8432 and 8440f of 
this title] shall take effect as of the earliest practicable 
date, as determined by the Executive Director (ap-
pointed under section 8474(a) of title 5, United States 
Code) in regulations.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) [div. B, title I, § 138(c)], Dec. 
21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–234, provided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by this sec-
tion [enacting section 8440f of this title and amending 
this section and sections 8432 and 8440a to 8440e of this 
title] shall take effect on the date of enactment of this 
Act [Dec. 21, 2000]. 

‘‘(2) COORDINATION WITH ELECTION PERIODS.—The Exec-
utive Director shall by regulation determine the first 
election period in which elections may be made consist-
ent with the amendments made by this section. 

‘‘(3) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section— 
‘‘(A) the term ‘election period’ means a period af-

forded under section 8432(b) of title 5, United States 
Code; and 

‘‘(B) the term ‘Executive Director’ has the meaning 
given such term by section 8401(13) of title 5, United 
States Code.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENTS 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–168 applicable with re-
spect to transfers occurring before, on, or after Dec. 12, 
1999, with special rule for applying amendment with re-
spect to transfers occurring before Dec. 12, 1999, see sec-
tion 203(c) of Pub. L. 106–168, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 8431 of this title. 

Amendment by section 661(a)(3)(B)(ii) of Pub. L. 
106–65 effective 180 days after Oct. 30, 2000, unless post-
poned, see section 663 of Pub. L. 106–65, as amended, set 
out as an Effective Date note under section 8440e of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–208 effective Sept. 30, 1996, 
and withdrawals and elections as provided under such 
amendment to be made at earliest practicable date as 
determined by Executive Director in regulations, see 
section 101(f) [title VI, § 659 [title II, § 207]] of Pub. L. 
104–208, set out as a note under section 5545a of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENTS 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–353 effective Oct. 13, 1994, 
and applicable to any employee whose release from 
military service, discharge from hospitalization, or 
other similar event making the individual eligible to 
seek restoration or reemployment under chapter 43 of 
Title 38, Veterans’ Benefits, occurs on or after Aug. 2, 
1990, with special rules for applying amendment to em-
ployees restored or reemployed before effective date, 
see section 4(e), (f) of Pub. L. 103–353, set out as an Ef-
fective Date note under section 8432b of this title. 

Pub. L. 103–226, § 9(j), Mar. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 122, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This section [amending this section and 
sections 8433 to 8435, 8437, and 8440a to 8440d of this 
title] shall take effect 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Mar. 30, 1994] or on such earlier 

date as the Executive Director of the Federal Retire-
ment Thrift Investment Board shall provide in regula-
tion.’’ [Implementing regulations were published in the 
Federal Register Feb. 21, 1995, 60 F.R. 9595, effective 
Mar. 10, 1995.] 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 102–484, div. D, title XLIV, § 4437(d), Oct. 23, 
1992, 106 Stat. 2725, provided that: ‘‘The amendments 
made by this section [amending this section and sec-
tions 8433 and 8435 of this title] shall apply with respect 
to separations occurring after December 31, 1993, or 
such earlier date as the Executive Director (appointed 
under section 8474 of title 5, United States Code) may 
by regulation prescribe.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 102–183, title III, § 308(b), Dec. 4, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1266, provided that: 

‘‘(1) The amendment made by subsection (a) [amend-
ing this section] shall take effect as of January 1, 1987. 

‘‘(2) Any refund which becomes payable as a result of 
the effective date specified in paragraph (1) shall, to 
the extent that that refund involves an individual’s 
contributions to the Thrift Savings Fund (established 
under section 8437 of title 5, United States Code), be ad-
justed to reflect any earnings attributable thereto.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–335, § 3(c), July 17, 1990, 104 Stat. 321, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Subsections (a) and (b), and the amend-
ments made by such subsections [amending this section 
and sections 8438, 8440a, and 8440b of this title and en-
acting provisions set out as a note under section 8438 of 
this title], shall be effective as of the second election 
period described in section 8432(b) of title 5, United 
States Code, beginning after the date of enactment of 
this Act [July 17, 1990], or as of such earlier date as the 
Executive Director may by regulation prescribe.’’ 

Pub. L. 101–335, § 6(c), July 17, 1990, 104 Stat. 324, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This section, and the amendments made 
by this section [amending this section and sections 
8401, 8433, 8435, 8440a, and 8440b of this title and enact-
ing provisions set out as a note under section 8433 of 
this title], shall be effective as of the second election 
period described in section 8432(b) of title 5, United 
States Code, beginning after the date of enactment of 
this Act [July 17, 1990] (or as of such earlier date as the 
Executive Director may by regulation prescribe), and 
shall apply with respect to separations occurring be-
fore, on, or after that effective date.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–238, title I, § 111(b), Jan. 8, 1988, 101 Stat. 
1750, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall be effective as 
of March 31, 1987. Any refund which becomes payable as 
a result of the preceding sentence shall, to the extent 
that such refund involves an individual’s contributions 
to the Thrift Savings Fund (established under section 
8437 of title 5, United States Code), be adjusted to re-
flect any earnings attributable thereto.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1987, see section 702(a) of 
Pub. L. 99–335, set out as a note under section 8401 of 
this title. 

PERIOD WHEN ELECTION MAY FIRST BE MADE 

Pub. L. 99–335, title II, § 206(b), June 6, 1986, 100 Stat. 
594, as amended by Pub. L. 99–509, title VI, § 6001(b), Oct. 
21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1930, provided that an election could 
first be made by a Federal employee or a Member of 
Congress under 5 U.S.C. 8351 (a)(2) during an election 
period prescribed by Executive Director of Federal Re-
tirement Thrift Investment Board to begin on Apr. 1, 
1987, with such election to take effect on first day of 
employee’s or Member’s first pay period which began 
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on or after the date of the election. The maximum 
amount that an employee or Member could elect to 
contribute during any pay period which began on or 
after Apr. 1, 1987, and before Oct. 1, 1987, was an amount 
equal to 7.5 percent of the individual’s basic pay for 
that period. 

CHAPTER 84—FEDERAL EMPLOYEES’ 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

8401. Definitions. 
8402. Federal Employees’ Retirement System; ex-

clusions. 
8403. Relationship to the Social Security Act. 

SUBCHAPTER II—BASIC ANNUITY 

8410. Eligibility for annuity. 
8411. Creditable service. 
8412. Immediate retirement. 
8412a. Phased retirement. 
8413. Deferred retirement. 
8414. Early retirement. 
8415. Computation of basic annuity. 
8416. Survivor reduction for a current spouse. 
8417. Survivor reduction for a former spouse. 
8418. Survivor elections; deposit; offsets. 
8419. Survivor reductions; computation. 
8420. Insurable interest reductions. 
8420a. Alternative forms of annuities. 
8421. Annuity supplement. 
8421a. Reductions on account of earnings from work 

performed while entitled to an annuity sup-
plement. 

8422. Deductions from pay; contributions for other 
service; deposits. 

8423. Government contributions. 
8424. Lump-sum benefits; designation of bene-

ficiary; order of precedence. 
8425. Mandatory separation. 

SUBCHAPTER III—THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN 

8431. Certain transfers to be treated as a separa-
tion. 

8432. Contributions. 
8432a. Payment of lost earnings. 
8432b. Contributions of persons who perform mili-

tary service. 
8432c. Contributions of certain persons reemployed 

after service with international organiza-
tions. 

8432d. Qualified Roth contribution program. 
8433. Benefits and election of benefits. 
8434. Annuities: methods of payment; election; pur-

chase. 
8435. Protections for spouses and former spouses. 
8436. Administrative provisions. 
8437. Thrift Savings Fund. 
8438. Investment of Thrift Savings Fund. 
8439. Accounting and information. 
8440. Tax treatment of the Thrift Savings Fund. 
8440a. Justices and judges. 
8440b. Bankruptcy judges and magistrate judges. 
8440c. Court of Federal Claims judges. 
8440d. Judges of the United States Court of Appeals 

for Veterans Claims. 
8440e. Members of the uniformed services. 
8440f. Maximum percentage allowable for certain 

participants. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—SURVIVOR ANNUITIES 

8441. Definitions. 
8442. Rights of a widow or widower. 
8443. Rights of a child. 
8444. Rights of a named individual with an insur-

able interest. 
8445. Rights of a former spouse. 

SUBCHAPTER V—DISABILITY BENEFITS 

8451. Disability retirement. 

Sec. 

8452. Computation of disability annuity. 
8453. Application. 
8454. Medical examination. 
8455. Recovery; restoration of earning capacity. 
8456. Military reserve technicians. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—GENERAL AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

8461. Authority of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment. 

8462. Cost-of-living adjustments. 
8463. Rate of benefits. 
8464. Commencement and termination of annuities 

of employees and Members. 
8464a. Relationship between annuity and workers’ 

compensation. 
8465. Waiver, allotment, and assignment of bene-

fits. 
8466. Application for benefits. 
8466a. Embezzlement or conversion of payments. 
8467. Court orders. 
8468. Annuities and pay on reemployment. 
8469. Withholding of State income taxes. 
8470. Exemption from legal process; recovery of 

payments. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—FEDERAL RETIREMENT 
THRIFT INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

8471. Definitions. 
8472. Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board. 
8473. Employee Thrift Advisory Council. 
8474. Executive Director. 
8475. Investment policies. 
8476. Administrative provisions. 
8477. Fiduciary responsibilities; liability and pen-

alties. 
8478. Bonding. 
8478a. Investigative authority. 
8479. Exculpatory provisions; insurance. 
8480. Subpoena authority. 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Pub. L. 116–126, § 2(b)(3)(B), Mar. 18, 2020, 134 
Stat. 175, added item 8466a. 

2012—Pub. L. 112–141, div. F, title I, § 100121(b)(2), July 
6, 2012, 126 Stat. 914, added item 8412a. 

2009—Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title XIX, § 1904(b)(3)(B), 
Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2617, added item 8422 and struck 
out former item 8422 ‘‘Deductions from pay; contribu-
tions for other service’’. 

Pub. L. 111–31, div. B, title I, §§ 103(b), 107(b), June 22, 
2009, 123 Stat. 1854, 1856, added items 8432d and 8480. 

2001—Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XI, § 1132(b)(2)(C), 
Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1244, substituted ‘‘other service’’ 
for ‘‘military service’’ in item 8422. 

2000—Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) [div. B, title I, 
§ 138(a)(7)(B)], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–234, 
added item 8440f. 

1999—Pub. L. 106–168, title II, § 203(a)(2), Dec. 12, 1999, 
113 Stat. 1820, added item 8431. 

Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(7) [div. A, title III, 
§ 334(b)], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A–441, added 
item 8432c. 

Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title VI, §§ 661(a)(2)(B), 663, Oct. 
5, 1999, 113 Stat. 671, 673, as amended by Pub. L. 106–398, 
§ 1 [[div. A], title VI, § 661(a)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1654, 1654A–167, added item 8440e, effective 180 days after 
Oct. 30, 2000, unless postponed. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–368, title V, § 512(b)(2)(B), Nov. 11, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3342, substituted ‘‘Judges of the United 
States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims’’ for 
‘‘Judges of the United States Court of Veterans Ap-
peals’’ in item 8440d. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(f) [title VI, 
§ 659 [title II, § 206(b)(1)]], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3009–314, 3009–372, 3009–378, struck out item 8431 ‘‘Defini-
tion’’. 
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